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Cleaner new cars have saved five million tonnes of CO2 in last decade

SMMT economists have calculated that car makers saved nearly five million tonnes of CO2 in the last ten years - thanks to the development of cleaner, greener cars. 

Average new car CO2 has fallen by 22.6 g/km to 167.2 g/km since 1997, down by nearly 12 per cent. That equates to current annual CO2 emissions savings approaching a million tonnes.

'Car makers have made significant progress in cutting CO2,' commented SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan. 'Total CO2 emissions in the UK from cars have actually fallen since 1997, down 3.2 per cent from 72.2 million to 69.9 million tonnes in 2005. That's despite a 16.5 per cent rise in cars on the road from 26.3 to 30.7 million.'

The figures have been revealed as SMMT prepares to launch its Annual CO2 Report for the 2006 market on 6 July. To coincide with publication, SMMT will host a stakeholder breakfast briefing at Forbes House starting at 8.00 am, with presentations and panel discussions, followed by an exhibition of lower emitting cars.

Total CO2 emission savings in car sector - by year and cumulatively

	Year
	Average CO2 (g/km) 
	Cumulative CO2 improvement (g/km)
	new cars sold
	Cars – CO2 tonnes saved
	Cars – cumulative CO2 saving

	1997
	189.8
	0.0
	2,170,725
	
	 

	1998
	188.4
	1.4
	2,247,402
	53,488
	53,488

	1999
	185.0
	4.8
	2,197,615
	179,325
	232,814

	2000
	181.0
	8.8
	2,221,647
	332,358
	565,172

	2001
	177.6
	12.2
	2,458,769
	509,949
	1,075,121

	2002
	174.2
	15.6
	2,563,631
	679,875
	1,754,996

	2003
	172.1
	17.7
	2,579,050
	776,036
	2,531,032

	2004
	171.4
	18.4
	2,567,269
	803,042
	3,334,073

	2005
	169.4
	20.4
	2,439,717
	846,094
	4,180,167

	2006
	167.2
	22.6
	2,344,864
	900,897
	5,081,064


Source: SMMT, estimated savings based on an average of 10,600 miles per year
Notes:
At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95 per cent less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 12 per cent since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Waste to landfill per vehicle produced has also been cut by a factor of four, from 66.4 kg in 2001 to 14.5 kg in 2005. For more details, download SMMT's annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications
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